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CHEERING CROWD shouts "Afrika," gives thumbs up salute of African National Congress 
as prisoners arrive in police vans for trial opening--Wide World Photo. 


Treason Inquiry Underway In South Africa 


FIVE HUNDRED armed policemen surrounded the army drill hall in Johannesburg 
January 9 as South Africa's mass treason inquiry resumed after several weeks' recess. 
Accused were 103 Africans, 23 whites, 22 Indians and 8 colored (mixed blood), includ- 
ing top members of organizations throughout the Union opposing white supremacy govern- 
ent. Preparatory examinations may run at least six months and the defendents, initi- 
ally imprisoned, are now free on bail. 


Preliminary proceedings opened December 19 but were quickly drowned out 
as 5,000 Africans packed tightly around the drill hall singing "Nkosi Sikeleli 
Afrika" (God Bless Africa). Hearings the following day were interrupted by sounds 
of gunfire as South African police broke up demonstrations on the streets. 


Although the arrests in December came at a time when world attention 
was diverted by events elsewhere, observers noted that the move had been foreshad- 
owed by a number of evidence-gathering raids and had been predicted for months. 
Persons close to the political situation in the Union reported that several 
persons known for years to be Communists were taken along with such non-white 
liberal leaders as Prof. Z.K. Matthews in the mass pickup. 


The Government contends it is trying to save South Africa from Communist sub- 
ersion, Critics, however, tend to think it is more a question of prolonging the sec- 
rity of white supremacy government by intimidation of non-white opposition. Apart from 
mthe Communist issue, it was not immediately clear what the Government expects to accomp- 


lish in terms of the race problem and some witnesses considered the setting and staging 
of the inquiry disturbingly provocative. 


Broups as Communist, the Government may even be handing Communism something of a hero's 
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Some concern has also been felt that by labeling the leading non-white political 


role. Despite the laws prohibiting pre-trial public commentary, Interior Minister Theo 
E. Donges in a public speech branded three of the leading organizations involved in the 
trial as spearheads of Communist penetration, and Justice Minister Charles R. Swart said 
he was going to "eradicate Communism" even in the face of criticism. Communists, he 
added, were working under the cloak of the idea that all people in the country were equal. 


Prosecutor J.C. van Niekerk is attempting to show that the accused are 
guilty of “incitement and preparation to overthrow the existing state by revolu- 
tionary methods involving violence" and that they want to replace the present 
government with a "so-called people's democracy on the basis of the eastern Euro- 
pean Communist satellite states and China." 


Defense counsel V.C. Berrange indicated the defense would try to expose 
the trial as a fantastic political plot, similar to Hitler's Reichtag fire trial. 
The accused, he indicated, merely seek equal opportunities and freedom of thought 
for all persons of all races and creeds. In other developments: 


The Communist-oriented newspaper "New Age" reveled in the trial, produc- 
ed some exclusive coverage through the assistance of eight jailed staff members, 
found itself in the position of hailing "world-wide support" for "freedom-seekers" 
in South Africa on one page and approving Russian actions in Hungary on another. 


Some English-language opposition newspapers charged the Government with 
bungling and stupidity in making arrangements for the trial, and several reported 
a deterioration of race relations. Ome paper said the color problem was "now 
nearing flashpoint." 


Noted author Alan Paton was ordered to appear in court after allegedly 
addressing a group in Durban without obtaining permission from the Mayor. Paton 
heads the Liberal Party, which has urged South Africans "not to be intimidated by 
these events" and not to believe there is something sinister in opposing apartheid 
and “totalitarian rule." 


Leaders of Britain's Labor Party denounced the Strijdom Government for 
using its powers to victimize its political opponents. 


In November 1948, Strijdom, as Minister of Lands, is reported to have said: 
“Anybody who purposely tried to upset the Government's plan to put into operation its 
apartheid policy or who failed to do their duty towards the realization of that aim, 
would be guilty of treason..." This year in Johannesburg, the integrity of South Af- 
rican justice, as well as Prime Minister Strijdom's theories about treason, seemed 
to be facing a supreme test. 


Men and women flee 
as baton-wielding 
South African 
policemen break up 
demonstrations 
outside courtroom. 
Twenty-two persons 
were hospitalized 
on second day of 
trial—Wide World 
Photo. 
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news briefs 


DR. NNAMDI AZIKIWE, 52-year-old Premier of the Eastern Region of Nigeria, this 
month was found “guilty of misconduct as a minister" by a British Commission 
which conducted a four-month inquiry into his banking activities. The Commission 
investigated charges that the American-educated Premier made improper transfer 
of $5,600,000 in funds of his government from British banks to the African Con- 
tinental Bank which Dr. Azikiwe founded and in which he still had a personal 
interest. "We are satisfied he was attracted by financial power," the tribunal 
said. 


However, the charges were softened by a recognition that "Dr. Azikiwe's primary 
motive was to make available an indigenous bank with the object of liberalizing 
credit for the people of his country."" A major contention of his supporters is 
that Africans are seldom able to get loans from the British banks operating in 

Nigeria. The tribunal determined that Dr. Azikiwe had not relinquished his own 
interest in the African Continental Bank when it had been proposed that public 

money be invested in it, so that his conduct fell short of the "expectations of 
honest, reasonable people." 


The inquiry has delayed since September a scheduled constitutional conference 
between Britain and leaders of Nigeria's three regions which was called to work 
out further measures of self-government for the country. The conference has now 
been delayed until early summer so that Dr. Azikiwe will have an opportunity to 
call new elections in order to prove his support. 


BACK HOME after a tour of the United States, Tom Mboya, African leader of the 
Kenya Federation of Labor, revealed that his union was slated for a $35,000 
donation from the AFL-CIO in Washington. The money would be used toward con- 
struction of a $100,000 activities center. It was understood the gift is up for 
approval at a directors meeting of the William Green Memorial Fund this month in 
Washington. 


@ INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION has allocated Ethiopia $3 million, Libya 


$2.4 million and Liberia $1.8 million under the 1956-57 "Point Four" Technical 
Cooperation Program. In addition, Ethiopia has received a credit of $24 
million from the Export-Import Bank to finance a major expansion of her 
aviation program. 


WITH AMERICA AND RUSSIA voting side by side, the 14-member UN Trusteeship 
Council last month voted 8-6 to pass the question of a new status for French 
Togoland on to the UN's Fourth (Trusteeship) Committee for further consider- 
ation by all the members of the General Assembly. The United States sided 
against France, Britain, Belgium, Italy, New Zealand and Australia on the 
procedural vote. France is asking the UN to accept the end of trusteeship 
status for French Togoland and recognize its new status as an autonomous 
republic within the French Union, 


@ BeELcium has renewed the term of office of Leon A.M. Petillon, Governor-General 


of the Congo, for another two years in a step which Congo newspapers interpret- 
ed as a recognition of the seriousness of the Congo's problems. It was indi- 
cated that pressure for Petillon's reappointment may have come from King Baudoin 
himself. One paper speculated that Petillon accepted the reappointment with 

the assurance that he would have stronger governing powers and that Belgian 
internal politics would not be allowed to dominate Congo affairs. The appoint- 
ment was generally welcomed because of Petillon's experience in handling such 
problems as salaries and African political awakenings during the attempt to 
create an atmosphere for lasting association between the Congo and Belgium. 
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NILE CONTROL ALREADY UNDERWAY—Built by Britain with Egyptian cooperation, Owen Falls Dam in Uganda holds 
back White Nile at its source, will turn Lake Victoria into world’s largesf reservoir. Egypt has a say in flow regulation. 


U. S. Experts Study Plan to Harness Nile: 


—BIS Photo. 


Would Shore Up "conomy of Northeast Africa 


BY EARL VOSS 


Northeast Africa may become one 
of the chief beneficiaries of the devel- 
oping United States initiative to keep 
the Soviet Union out of the Middle 
East. 

A Nile River Development Project 
is one of the major long-range eco- 
nomic aid possibilities American plan- 
ners have in mind to raise living 
standards in the Afro-Asian area now 
considered threatened with Communist 
penetration. 

Egypt, the Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda 
and Tanganyika all would be invited 
tO participate in projects to take ad- 
vantage of the huge potential of the 
4,000 mile-long Nile, second-longest 
river in the world. Presumably, the 
Belgian Congo and Kenya would also 
be interested in the project because 
of their involvement with Nile water 
sources. 


Experts in the International Co-op- 
eration Administration believe agri- 
cultural yields can be greatly increased 
and industrialization begun. The inte- 
grated program they envision would 
improve transportation and communi- 
cations in the Nile area, and provide 
new dams to expand irrigation net- 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The author, Mr. Earl Voss, covers 
the State Department as a reporter for 
the Washington, D. C. Star. As his 
article notes the Nile River Develop- 
ment Project is reported to be still in 
the thinking stage and does not yet 
represent determined U. S. policy. Al- 
though Secretary of State Dulles has 
soft-pedaled the plan in his bid to 
win quick congressional approval for 
President Eisenhowet’s Middle East 
program, sources for the story as pre- 
sented are considered completely 
authoritative. 


works and produce electric power. 

Development of the Nile river's 
potential is not a new idea, of course. 
But the idea of a co-operative regional 
approach to the problem has received 
new impetus in President Eisenhower's 
new-year proposal to Congress for an 
American initiative to shore up the 
independent nations of the Middle 
East against Soviet encroachment. 

In his precedent-breaking appear- 
ance before a special joint session of 
Congress on January 4, five days be- 
fore his State of the Union message, 
President Eisenhower asked Congress 
for a $200 million-a-year blank check 
to spend on economic aid programs in 
the Middle East area in the fiscal years 
1958 and 1959, beginning next July 1. 

He did not spell out any projects 
he had in mind, but working-level 
sources in the State Department and 
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the International Co-operation Admin- 
istration said the big long-range pro- 
grams were directly connected with 
water—the main resource of the Mid- 
dle East area. 

If President Eisenhower gets sub- 
stantially what he wants Northeast 
Africa probably would benefit first in 
transportation projects—the building 
of highways, railroads and perhaps 
some river transport facilities. 

The reason is more political than 
economic. Transportation facilities— 
roads for instance—can be constructed 
without first obtaining international 
agreement of the Nile riparian states. 

Negotiating riparian compacts takes 
time, of course, especially in the 
charged political atmosphere now pre- 
vailing in Northeast Africa. American 
planners recognize this and hope to 
get a co-operative spirit abuilding by 
“sweetening the pot” first with trans- 
portation and communications projects 
which will be independently useful in- 
side the various countries and also 
necessary when it comes time to move 
heavy equipment to Nile dam and irri- 
gation sites. 

No formal negotiations have been 
undertaken by the United States. In- 
formal discussions have been going on, 
however, and the Ethiopians, Sudanese 
and British have all been cautiously re- 
ceptive. They are reported eaget to 
get down to the specific projects 
stage—which the United States can- 
not do, of course, until Congress 
speaks. 

An agreement has been reached be- 
tween the United States and Ethiopia 
for an International Co-operation Ad- 
ministration survey team to look over 
the Blue Nile basin and recommend a 
program of development. The Army 
Map Service is understood to be ad- 
vising ICA on arranging for aerial 
surveys of the Ethiopian territory that 
could benefit from Blue Nile develop- 
ment. Aerial mapping should start 
sometime this year. 

The Sudan is sending some of its 
hydrological experts to this country, it 
is reported, to study American tech- 
niques in conserving water resources. 
An agreement at the Sudan-United 
States government level is now being 
negotiated, and there may follow some 
survey of the Blue and White Nile 


The Reason For Urgency: 
British Withdrawal Seen 


From Overseas Commitments 


Central reason for the urgency of 
the Administration's moves to provide 
economic and military assistance for 
Middle East nations is understood to 
be the foreseeable withdrawal of Great 
Britain from many of her overseas 


commitments. 


Britain is hard-pressed financially. 

Additional expenses incurred by the 
Suez crisis have caused some funda- 
mental rethinking in British govern- 
ment circles. One general decision re- 
portedly reached is that expenses in 
British colonies and trust territories 
will have to be reduced. 

As with Britain's earlier withdraw- 
als from Greece and Turkey, the 
United States is now being looked to 
as a substitute overseer. The inevitabil- 
ity of this progression has been recog- 
nized for some time. 

American government officials do 
not expect Britain to foresake any in- 
vestments which bring her finaacial 
gain. London needs all the economic 
advantages available. But the hope is 
that the United States can be persuaded 
to take over some of the onerous duties 
which Britain used to associate with 
her responsibilities of empire. 

Since the United States has the 
capacity, since the Soviet Union must 
be kept out of these areas, and since 
American security icself depends in 
large measure on keeping Britain rela- 
tively strong, British policy-makers 
reason that an American take-over is 
in the United States and free-world 
interest. 

For Africa, the economic plight of 
Britain probably means a quickening 
pace toward self-rule in many lands 
now under British colonial control. 

It is probably much too early to 
look for a British “phasing out” in the 


basins in Sudan by American teams. 
Price tags on individual projects— 
or the program as a whole—cannot be 
attached until these surveys and studies 
of individual countries’ capacities to 
pay are thoroughly explored. Pre- 


there it could become increasingly dif- 
ficult for her to meet the demands of 
the area for education and assistance 
Projects. 

During this fiscal year, which ends 
June 30, the United States has already 
begun economic assistance programs 
in several British colonies. Education 
and agriculture experts hired by the 
United States are now at work in 
Kenya, the Rhodesias and Tanganyika. 
They are presumably absorbing the 
kind of on-the-spot knowhow which 
will stand the United States in good 
stead if the need for American help 
increases. 

The United States is known to dis- 
approve of the aid policies it now must — 
follow in places like Kenya and the 
Rhodesias—the Central African Fed- 
eration—because Britain will admit 
only technicians in advanced fields, 
who work with the thin wop-layer 


people. 

to work at the lower levels in agri- 
culture and education, with the great 
masses of people in Kenya and other 


territories, to raise the general standard 
of living. 
Particular could arise 


- the course of time if British a 


diminishes in European settler 
before Britain is able to provide restive 
Africans with sufficient civil service 
training and assure chem of a substan- 
tial governing role. In this connection, — 
concern would probably be felt lest 
ties tend to associate the United States 
too closely with non- -representative 
minciity governments in the eastern 
Africa area. 

Presumably, one virtue of a regional 
river development scheme is that 


sumably, costs would be shared by the 


participating countries and the United 
States. 


Reaction among the prospective 
beneficiary states—Egypt, Sudan, Ethi- 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from preceding page) 


opia, the British protectorate of Ugan- 
da and the British-administered United 
Nations trust territory of Tangan- 
yika—has been mixed. 

Egypt was mainly interested in what 
the Nile River Development Project 
meant for its long-cherished Aswan 
dream. Did it mean a reversal of 
American policy since last July? 

High United States officials insisted 
it did not. As a matter of fact they 
stated specifically that the Aswan dam 
project would not be reconsidered at 
this time. 

But Aswan is a logical part of Nile 
river development, Egypt insists. Her 
government still hopes, obviously, that 
the President's new program for eco- 
nomic aid in the Middle East area will 
eventually lead to a resumption of 
negotiations for helping to build the 
Aswan High Dam. 

A new name that could disguise the 
Aswan project already has been giv- 
en—the Nile River Development 
Project carries none of the overtones 
of Aswan. Secretary of State Dulles is 
still on the scene, but Egypt, the land 
of the ancient Pyramids and the 
Sphinx, thinks it can afford to be 
patient. In time Secretary of State 
Dulles may leave the State Depart- 
ment, and a new Secretary may find 
the climate better for Aswan—on a 
somewhat smaller scale. 


Meantime, Egypt also recognizes the 
potential for pressures against her 


which the Nile project implies. If 
other riparian states agree to some 
United States integrated plan for de- 
veloping the Nile, Egypt could find its 
life-giving river running dry—or at 
least drier than she desires. 

Egypt maintains, of course, that in- 
ternational practice and precedent re- 
serves to her the right of veto of any 
Nile project upstream. The United 
Nations has indeed sought to estab- 
lish such an unwritten international 
law, although none has been formal- 
ized. 

Egypt also has the precedent of the 
Uganda dam now being built. Egypt 
was consulted closely on construction 
of that Nile obstruction. It has a tech- 
nical mission at the damsite, and 
Egyptian engineers check to see that 
actual construction meets agreed speci- 
fications. 

But within the limits of the fuzzy 
international precedents Egypt recog- 
nizes that there would be opportunity 
for her African neighbors and the 
United States to bring pressures on 
her to join in a regional Nile develop- 
ment. 

From the American point of view, 
the Nile international approach has 
several important advantages over the 
Aswan approach. For one thing, it 
takes the United States off the “bi- 
lateral hook,” as State Department of- 
ficials put it. America has been criti- 
cized for favoring Egypt over other 
Arab states in its consideration of 
financing the huge Aswan project. The 


Nile idea puts American aid on a 
regional basis—as a benefactor of 
Northeast Africa rather than as the 
friend of Egypt and ergo the enemy 
of Ethiopia or the Sudan or Saudi 
Arabia. 

Since the Nile project would be of a 
longer range of years than the Aswan 
building program, the strain on the 
Egyptian economy would also be less. 

The absorptive capacity of the 
Northeast Africa area is so limited, in 
fact, that American foreign-aid ex- 
perts do not believe it would cost the 
United States taxpayer a very large 
proportion of his tax dollar. 

The beauty of the Nile River De- 
velopment Project—in the larger con- 
text of the Middle East—is that it 
would be an example of the benefits 
available in international cooperation. 
This example could encourage Arab- 
Asian nations of the Near East and 
Israel to put aside their differences 
and co-operate for common economic 
gain. 

Up to now there has been too much 
emotional and political bickering 
among states in the Near East area to 
get development projects on the Jordan 
and Tigris-Euphrates rivers under 
way. 

If these nations were to look across 
the Red Sea to Africa and see demon- 
strable benefits from the regional ap- 
proach, their rigid political positions 
might be modified. 

It would not be wise, however, to 
expect earth movers and engineers to 
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take the next boat for East Africa. The 
American plans are long-range. They 
are at the “expert level” of govern- 
ment—not yet up to the top policy- 
makers for approval, although the 
policymakers approve the program in 
a general way. 

For a really well-planned Nile devel- 
opment, one key official said it might 
take seven to ten years just to obtain 
sufficient rainfall, flow and evaporation 
data. This, however, would not pre- 
clude a political decision to go ahead 
sooner. 

And Congress has not yet had its last 
word. If the law-makers follow in their 
age-old tradition, they will keep for 
themselves a strong voice in the year- 
to-year development of all such re- 
gional aid projects, including the one 
now being drawn up for the long Nile 
River valley. 


Nile Flows 4,000 Miles 


Where the Water Comes From: 


Fast Atrica Rivess & 


From Heart of Africa to the Sea 


Photograph above shows the town 
of Mwanza, in Tanganyika, on the 
southern shore of Lake Victoria, 
world’s second largest freshwater lake. 
Discovered only 100 years ago by the 
explorer John Hanning Speke, Vic- 
toria Nyanza, as the lake is known 
locally, has become a main artery for 
trade in East Africa. Its waters drain 
northward into the White Nile at 
Jinja, in Uganda, where Britain has 


constructed the $61,000,000 Owen - 


Falls Dam, harnessing the Nile even 
as its flow begins. 

Discharge of the White Nile is 
fairly steady compared to the violent 
wet and dry season fluctuations of its 


ON A NILE TRIBUTARY IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 


Dinka 


tribesmen herd cattle in sudd swamp area 


sister river, the Blue Nile, rising in 
Ethiopia. The two rivers converge at 
Khartoum in the Sudan and ‘low to- 
gether through Egypt to the sea. 

Between the source areas and the 
point where the two rivers meet are 
sections of Africa almost as little 
known to outsiders now as they were 
in the days of Speke. Gathering hydro- 
logical data on these areas is one of 
the major problems in planning a re- 
gional Nile development. 

The Nile is one of the great natural 
features of the world, and a legendary 
nurturer of early civilization. Its po- 
tential for hydroelectric power and ir- 
rigation has interested various govern- 
ments for years. “What fun,” mused 
Winston Churchill in 1908, “to make 
the immemorial Nile begin its journey 
by diving through a turbine!” Even 
Mussolini, when he occupied Ethiopia 
talked of major schemes to tame the 
river. 

Perhaps the most comprehensive 
source book for laymen on the Nile 
and proposals for its utilization is Dr. 
H. E. Hurst's “The Nile”, published in 
1952 (Constable and Company Ltd., 
10-12 Orange Street, London W.C.2). 
Wrote Hurst: 

“The Nile is the dominating feature 
of the north-east quarter of Africa and 
affects all of Egypt, the Sudan and 

(See SOURCES, next page) 
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How the Plan Would Work: | 
Dams, Reservoirs Would Control Flow, 
But Competition for Water 

Makes Agreement Difficult 


United States policymakers first 
recognized the need for a broader ap- 
proach to Nile river development dur- 
ing negotiations over the giant Aswan 
High Dam in southern Egypt. 

They found, for instance, that under 
the 1929 Nile Waters Agreement, 
which still stands, Egypt uses 48 billion 
cubic meters out of the 84 billion 
which the Nile carries. 

The Sudan can use only 4 billion cm. 

Another 32 billion can flow unused 
into the Mediterranean. 

Preliminary surveys also disclosed 
that 85 per cent of the Nile water vol- 
ume comes from the Blue Nile, most 
of it from Ethiopia. Yet Ethiopia 


SOURCES 
(Continued from preceding page) 

Uganda, one-third of Ethiopia, and 
parts of Kenya, Tanganyika, Ruanda- 
Urundi and the Belgian Congo. Its 
annual cycle is produced by the prime 
source of all our energy, the sun, which 
evaporates water from the South At- 
lantic Ocean and this, by pressure dif- 
ferences and the earth's rotation, is 
driven 2,200 miles across Africa to the 
highlands of Ethiopia, where it falls as 
rain. 

“All along the Nile’s 4,160 miles 
from its most remote source near lake 
Tanganyika to the Mediterranean and 
over the 1,100,000 square miles of its 
basin and even outside, people are af- 
fected to some extent by the river or 
by water which helps to form the river. 
In East and Central Africa transport, 
power, crops and drinking-water are 
concerned; in the Sudan transport, 
drinking, and some irrigation; while 
in Egypt it is the whole life of the 
country, and away from the river only 
a few nomads exist. The Nile can also 
be harmful by flood and drought, and 
the attempts to mitigate the effects of 
these by the control of the river will 
be described in this book. By chance 
the river flows through several states, 
but to get the best out of it, it must be 
treated as a whole, as was done in the 
Tennessee Valley.” 


would have gotten little or no benefit 
from the Aswan High Dam. 

The Sudanese are restricted, under 
the 1929 agreement, to using one- 
twelfth of the annual water volume 
from the Nile. Egypt, however, can go 
beyond her already disproportionate 
share if she wishes, and President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser had frequently 
stressed Egypt's need. 

Sudanese officials have refused to 
agree to the Aswan High Dam until 
the 1929 agreement can be revised. 
They complain that the pact, signed by 
Egypt and Britain (representing all 
her East African territories, and the 
Sudan ), has been outmoded by Sudan’s 
development. 

The Sudanese population has been 
growing rapidly, and now stands at 11 
million, roughly half Egypt's. While 
only 1.5 million acres of Sudanese land 
is now irrigated, another 5.5 million 
acres have been proved irrigable. 
Sudan wants to use more of the Nile 
waters to develop her agriculture— 
mainly cotton production. 

Her officials have proposed a distri- 
bution of Nile waters—as between 
Egypt and the Sudan—proportionate 
to the population. At roughly 2-1, that 
would give Egypt 8 billion more cubic 
meters, or 56 billions, and Sudan 24 
billion more, or a total of 28 billions— 
seven times its current take. 

Egypt, which had been agreeable to 
a regional development of the Nile 
prior to the 1952 Naguib-Nasser revo- 
lution, offered the Sudan an extra 4 
billion cubic meters in April 1955, but 
Khartoum turned it down. In July of 
the same year, the Egyptians raised the 
offer to an extra 7 billions, or 11 bil- 
lion cubic meters in all. But Sudan still 
demured. April 1956 talks were no 
more successful. 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development, which 
was looking into the possibility of 
loaning Egypt $200 million to help 
build the $1.35 billion dam, made its 
first tentative offer conditional on ar- 


riving at agreement with the Sudan 


“ON water uses. 


Throughout the subsequent months 
of negotiation and power politics, 
President Nasser was unable to get 
Sudanese approval on uses of the 
waters which would have been backed 
up by the Aswan High Dam. 

The reasons were many. First of all, 
the Aswan High Dam would have 
backed Nile waters 100 miles into the 
Sudan, and flooded one major city, 
Wadi Halfa. Forty thousand people 
would have been made homeless. The 
Sudan insisted that Egypt finance the 
resettlement of these people, including 
the irrigation of new lands for them 
to till. That would have cost Egypt 
around $100 million alone. 

Sudan also objected to the Aswan 
High Dam because it would in inter- 
national law amount to conferring 
upon Egypt the first rights to what- 
ever additional waters the dam would 
provide—by “right of prior beneficial 
use.” 

A third objection, from the technical 
viewpoint, was that the Aswan Dam 
would form a reservoir in one of the 
hottest parts of Africa—of the whole 
world, in fact. Evaporation of waters 
there might amount to 10 billion cubic 
meters annually. That amounts to 
about 12 per cent of the flow. 


The alternative, now envisioned not 
only by American foreign-aid planners 
but by British, Sudanese and Ethiopian 
officials interested in the river, is a re- 
gional development of the Nile. 

As many as a dozen possible res- 
ervoirs, instead of the one big one in 
the Egypt-Sudan border area, are now 
envisioned. These would be scattered 
all over Northeast Africa—many of 
them in already existing lakes. They 
would be situated in areas where rain- 
fall equals evaporation, so that the 
great losses of water that the Aswan 
High Dam would have caused could be 
avoided. 

Losses of Nile Water now caused by 
seepages into swamps in the Southern 
Sudan could also be lowered, or almost 
eliminated, by the construction of 
canals to bypass the swampy regions. 

Lake Tana in Ethiopia could be used 
as one of the cyclic reservoirs (where 
rain replenishes water that evapo- 
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rates). Below it a series of dams would 
be constructed from time to time as 
Ethiopia and her benefactors found the 
funds. 

The overall Nile development plan 
probably would include some kind of 
dam in the Aswan vicinity. But it 
would not be as high or as expansive 
as the one Egypt's nationalistic revo- 
lutionaries dream of. For obvious polit- 
ical reasons, it would not likely bear 
the same name. 

Four principal aims are associated 
with the Nile River Development 
project: 

1. Annual storage, to save water at 
peak periods of flow and release it at 
slack periods. Ethiopian tributaries 
raise their volume beginning in May 
and reach their peak in August, then 
gradually decline. The Blue Nile dis- 
charges only one fiftieth as much water 
at its lowest point as at its peak. 
Eighty-five per cent of the annual Nile 
flow comes from the Blue Nile in that 
flood period. 

2. Reduction in losses. Thirty-eight 
per cent of the Nile’s waters still flows 
unused into the ‘sea. If falls in the 
upper Nile rivers can be harnessed, 
power can be developed, of course, 
without reducing flow. 

3. “Century” storage, to build up a 
reservoir in the good years against lean 
years. 

4. Flood protection. 

Some of the projects which will be 
considered by American aid adminis- 
trators were outlined in a “Century 
Storage” scheme devised in the Egyp- 
tian Ministry of Public Works in 
1946. It would include these elements: 

Reservoir in Lake Victoria. This 
would be controlled by the dam already 
built at Owen Falls, storing water and 
producing electricity for Uganda. 

Regulating barrage below Lake 
Kioga, also in Uganda. 

Reservoir in Lake Albert, also in 
Uganda. This would regulate the water 
sent into the Sudan and Egypt from 
the White Nile. 

Diversion canal between Jonglei 
and Malakal to redirect the Nile 
around the notorious Sudd swamps re- 
gion, where half the river's waters 
are now lost by evaporation and tran- 
spiration. 

Dam at Lake Tana outlet of Blue 


Nile in Ethiopia. This could aid the 
Sudan to increase its area of cultiva- 
tion, raise Nile storage facilities over 
periods of several years. 

‘Main Nile Reservoir in the vicinity 
of Merowe in Northern Sudan. It 
would store 3 billion cubic meters of 
water in the average year, 5 billion in a 
flood year. 

Supplementary barrage below the 
present Aswan dam. This could send 


water in the Wadi Rayan basin south- 
east of Cairo in case of flood threats. 
It could also be used for storage pur- 


poses. 

None of these individual projects 
would rule out Egypt’s dream of an 
Aswan High Dam. But, for reasons of 
economy and equity, American aid of- 
ficials and engineers seem to be in- 
clined at present to reduce the reservoir 
Capacity at Aswan. 


ETHIOPIA 


PROPOSED DAM 


PLANS FOR CONTROLLING NORTHEAST AFRICA’S GREATEST RESOURCE 
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personalities 


AS A PRIMARY SOURCE of America's uranium 
and other key resources, the Belgian Congo 
would seem to have a special importance in 
terms of establishing friendships, so it is 
probably not an overstatement to say that 
one of this country's more important visi- 
tors this month has been Mr. Isaac Kalonji, 
one of the Congo's prominent Africans. 


It has come off without fuss or fanfare, 

but the visit is significant for several 
reasons, not the least of which is that he 
is one of the first Congolese Africans, and 
certainly the first of any political stature, 
ever to come over here. The burden on Mr. 
Kalonji is rather heavy, in part because his 
visit is by nature somewhat experimental, 

in part because many of the westernized 
African leaders in the Congo are known to 
be understandably curious about the United 
States and will probably show considerable 
interest in his impressions when he gets 
back. 


Mr. Kalonji is a banker and "middle class 
leader" in Elisabethville and holds impor- 
tant positions on several government councils. 
One of 200 or so "immatriculés" (a status 
denoting full-fledged citizenship), Mr. 
Kalonji has a passport and came here under 
private auspices through Morgan State College 
in Baltimore for a stay of about six weeks. 
He is visiting a Belgian friend who teaches 
there. 


He is absorbing everything in the typically 
relaxed good spirits of the Congolese, and 
the visit is apparently coming off smoothly. 


HENRY N. VARFLEY, a 22-year-old student 
from Liberia, began studies at Central State 
College in Wilberforce, Ohio, this month 
under a transportation and study grant 
arranged by the Institute of African-Ameri- 
can Relations in cooperation with the New 
York State Colonization Society and Fire- 
stone Plantations. Estimated expenses of 
$5,000 will be covered by the sponsoring 
groups in order for Varfley to receive ad- 
vanced training in automotive mechanics. 


P COLIN JOHN COWAN, Editor of the Rhodesian 
Herald (circulation 40,000) in Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, arrived in Washington 
late this month for a tour of the United 
States under sponsorship of the State Depart- 
ment. He will pay particular attention to 
the handling of race relations in the 


southern states. 


por. MAJID KHADURI, professor of Middle East- 


ern Law and politics at the School of 
Advanced International Studies of Johns 
Hopkins University in Washington, D. C., 
left for Libya this month to serve as Dean 
of the University of Libya under State 
Department's International Educational 
Exchange Program. 


PROFESSOR J.D. FAGE, head of the Department 


of History at the University College of the 
Gold Coast, will be visiting the History 
Department of the University of Wisconsin 
as Commonwealth Visiting Professor for the 
spring semester of 1957. The chair is held 
each year by a historian from some member 
of the Commonwealth. 


BOLA ADEWUNMI, 27-year-old assistant editor 


of the Lagos, Nigeria, Daily Service (Action 
Group paper, circulation 20,000), is return- 
ing home this month after some on-the-job 
training with the Camden, New Jersey, Cour- 
ier-Post. During his visit, sponsored by 
the State Department, Adewunmi became an 
honorary Elk, was featured on a San Francis- 
co radio show and was given the key to the 
city by the mayor of Camden. He found 
American habits contagious, concluded that 
"hot dogs, once you find out they're not 
real dogs, are tremendously palatable." 


Of the Americans he met, 987% knew nothing 
about Nigeria and did not have the vaguest 
idea it was Africa's most populous country. 
He wants to sell the Nigerian Government on 
the idea of setting up an information office 
in the United States to help remedy the 
situation. At present, he said, Nigeria is 
spending less than $1,500 a year to adver- 
tise itself here. 


Commenting on politics at home, Adewunmi 
criticised the British for trying to work 
things "so they will retain control over 

our economy after they have relinquished 
political authority." He said one example 
was the retention of Nigerian monetary re- 
serves in Britain, so that the money facili- 
tates investment in other places than Nigeria. 
He was also critical of a three-man economic 
mission which the Nigerian Federal Govern- 
ment sent to the United States last month. 
All the members were Britishers. 


Current practices are not entirely the 

fault of the British, Adewunmi added. The 
African Federal Government is the weakest in 
the country, with elements of blackmail and 
rubberstamp, he asserted. 
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A MAJOR PLAN to seek riches under the 
sands of the Sahara Desert is the latest 
move in France's developing bid to seek 

out new relationships with her dependent 
areas in Africa. In southern Algeria, the 
Sahara is said to hold uranium, coal, man- 
ganese, iron and—according to one estimate 
at any rate—more oil than in the whole of 
the Middle East. 


According to the London Times, the 
French are coming to realize that the 
desert's mineral reserves may "hold the 
key" to France's "future." Said the Times: 
"Everything depends on how quickly and 
efficiently it is developed, and on how 
effectively France can maintain her politi- 
cal sovereignty there...To the average 
Frenchman, it is unthinkable that these 
riches should pass out of French control, 
should Algeria become independent." 


In a step symbolizing the kind of mutual 
dependence France apparently hopes to estab- 
list, she has placed a powerful African 
leader at the head of the new Sahara 
development agency. He is the remarkable 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, a physician and 
cocoa grower who now serves variously as 
president of the influential political 

party "Rassemblement Democratique Africain," 
new mayor of Abidjan (capital of the Ivory 
Coast), French cabinet minister and dele- 
gate to the United Nations. 


Accommodating her policies to the spread 
of indigenous aspirations among the people 
of the area, France has moved swiftly in 
the past year to reshape her relations in 
"black" sub-Saharan Africa as well as along 
the Mediterranean. The year saw several 
changes: 


The sweeping "Loi-Cadre" (basic law) of 
June allowed for greater territorial self- 
government and universal suffrage. Noven- 
ber voting throughout French black Africa 
resulted in a number of Africans being 
elected mayor under universal suffrage for 
the first time in history. France moved 
to confront the UN with a more permanent 
linkage between herself and the Trust Terri- 
tory of French Togoland under liberalized 
tule. France also pressed more vigorously 


for investment and economic development in 
her areas and was more receptive to signi- 
ficant foreign and particularly American 
articipation. All these moves signaled a 
ew approach. 


France Looks to Sahara, Reshapes African Policy 


M,. HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY AND FRENCH AFRICA 


Speaking this month before the UN's 
Fourth Committee, Houphouet-Boigny indica- 
ted the approach was so far succeeding. 
"Simple justice," he said, "demands that 
after having denounced and condemned all 
the discriminatory laws of French colonial- 
ism, we recognize in all honesty the posi- 
tive side of colonization...We Black 
Africans are just becoming acquainted with 
political life at a time when the very 
notion of the absolute independence of 
nations is undergoing a remarkable develop- 
ment..." 


The question now, he said, was whether 
Black Africa's interest lies within the 
framework of absolute independence or with- 
in that of a larger unit. The answer: 

"We wish to cooperate fraternally with 
France on a basis of absolute equality of 
rights and duties." 


Mindful that French Africans had placed 
their confidence in leaders such as himself, 
Houphouet-Boigny indicated he is now plac- 
ing his confidence in France, in the belief 
that French self-interest alone would pre- 
vent this confidence from being betrayed. 
France is a light which must not be extin- 
guished, he asserted, and "We are indispens- 
able to her." 

* * * 


Tunisian exile sources in Cairo reported 
this month that negotiations are underway 
for a loose federation of Libya, Morocco, 
Tunisia and eventually Algeria. The pro- 


posal was reportedly inspired by the United 
States and approved by the French. 
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INEXPENSIVE TRAVEL to West Africa will be 
the newest attraction offered by the 
Council on Student Travel and the Experi- 
ment in International Living for this com- 
ing summer season. The Council's 6-7 week 
tour will include Nigeria, French Dahomey, 
and Ghana. The approximate over-all cost 
will be$1000 per person. (For details 
write: Council on Student Travel, 179 
Broadway, New York 7, N. Y.) 


The Experiment--based on the principle of +4 


creating better international understand- 
ing--expands its program this year to 
Nigeria. Experimenters will live with 
families in a large Nigerian town for a 
few weeks and will then travel through 
varied parts of the country. Approximat> 
over-all cost is set at $970. (Details. 
may be obtained from: Experiment in 
International Living, Putney, Vermont.) 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


The Hat-Shaking Dance and Other Tales 
from the Gold Coast. Harold Courlander, 
well-known folklorist of African and West 
Indian lore, collaborates with the late 
Albert Kofi Prempeh (of the Gold Coast) 
in retelling 21 entertaining tales from 
the Ashanti people. (Harcourt, Brace 
and Co., 115 p., $2.75.) 


Mau Mau Man-Hunt. William Baldwin--situ- 
ated in the unique position of being the 
only American in the Kenya Police Force 
fighting Mau Mau terrorists--writes about 
Mau Mau and White Settler atrocities with 
a chilling casualness and unsparing frank- 
ness. The result: 252 pages-of grin, 
gorry and unnecessary sensationalism. 

(E. P. Dutton & Co., 252 p., $3.95.) 


Articles and reports issued in 
AFRICA SPECIAL REPORT are not 
selected to accord with an editorial 
policy and do not represent the views 
of its membership. Responsibility for 
accuracy of facts and for opinions ex- 
pressed in the letters and reports rests 
solely with individual correspondents 
and staff writers. 


@U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE has established an agricultural 
attache post in West Africa. Ford M. Milam will cover an area 
—— the size of the United States from headquarters in 
Liberia. 


*ETHIOPIA'S prospects for expansion of cash crops for export, 
such as coffee, cotton, hides and skins, appear bright, says 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's new 44-page pamphlet entitled 
Economy of Ethiopia." 


Fam, Ss. TRADE MISSION at the Tunis International Fair found 29 


opportunities for American businessmen to do business in 


furlis, in lines from advertising to used clothing. 


’ @SOUTHERN RHODESIA reached a new mineral output record in 1956, 


estimated at $64,400,000. A government mission to the United 
States in 1957 hopes to increase output further. 


‘» POPULARITY of instant coffees in the United States is making 
this country Africa's best coffee customer. Uganda, Belgian 
Congo, Angola, French West Africa and Tanganyika grow Robusta 
coffees which are blended with Arabica in soluble coffees. 


® UNITED STATES is expected to import sizeable quantities of 
rubber from a new $9,800,000 project in Eastern Nigeria. 


@FEDERATION OF RHODESIA AND NYASALAND is importing 15 tons of 


a new hybrid castor bean variety from the United States to 
start castor bean farming on a commercial scale. 


®@AFRICA'S cocoa bean production for 1956-57 is estimated at 
1,180 million pounds, or slightly higher than the 1955-56 crop. 
It represents 63 per cent of world production. 


®@SEVERAL CATTLEMEN from southwest Africa bought 33 head of 
Brahman cattle in the United States to develop heat-resistant 
animals for the desert areas of their country. Their repre- 
sentative spent a year on an American cattle ranch observing 
methods of management and breeding. 


®LIBYA and the United States were linked by telephone service 
January 1. Service is available daily except Sunday. Cost 
is $15 plus tax for the first three minutes. 


®SUDAN'S relaxation of import controls by removal of credit 
restrictions on all food stuffs except luxuries may stimulate 
U.S. export of wheat to Sudan. In 1955 Sudan's wheat imports 
from the U.S. amounted to $464,000. 
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